
If Vault were a restaurant, we could call this our 
�Grand Re-Opening�.

� e � rst version of SourceGear Vault was released 
in February 2003. In the four years since, we have 
shipped six major upgrades, each providing more 
features and better performance. But through it all, 
Vault has remained basically the same: a Windows-
centric version control tool designed speci� cally to 
replace SourceSafe.

For Vault 4.0, we are remodeling the restaurant and 
inviting diners to come see our new menu selections 
and fancy dØcor.

With a user base including over 10,000 companies 
worldwide, Vault has been very popular indeed. Users 
of Vault appreciate its key features and bene� ts:

� Reliability:  Vault was designed with reliability 
as its top priority.  Your source code is a critical 
asset.  Losing repository data is an unforgivable 
sin. Our suite of automated tests is almost as 
large as Vault itself and includes many special 
tools which abuse a Vault server far more than 
most of our customers ever will. Under the 
hood, Vault stores all repository data in SQL 
Server.

� Remote access:  Vault was built to work over 
any Internet connection.  Most of the product 
is written in C# on the .NET Framework and 
uses IIS with Web Services as the network 
protocol between the server and clients. � e 
communication between client and server 
uses compression and deltas for performance 
as well as SSL for security.

� Seamless transition:  Vault was designed to be 
a painless transition for SourceSafe users. � e 
terminology is the same. � e user interface 
is familiar and friendly. Vault can import 
all your SourceSafe data, including history. 
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All major features of SourceSafe are 
present, including Share and Pin.

� Advanced features:  More than just 
a reliable replacement for SourceSafe, 
Vault raises the bar with new features 
like atomic checkin transactions, 
history explorer and powerful new 
branching and merging capabilities 
for concurrent development.

� A� ordability:  We designed Vault 
with small and medium-sized 
development teams in mind, and 
have priced the product at a level 
where purchasing Vault makes 
good � nancial sense for virtually 
any company doing software 
development. As we have continued 
to improve its scalability and 
performance, an increasing number 
of enterprise customers have come to 
appreciate the simplicity and value 
of Vault as well.

� Excellent customer support:  Ten years 
old, stable and pro� table, SourceGear 
has reached a position where our 
customers can be con� dent that we 
will be available for as long as you 
need us. But we remain focused on 
delivering outstanding service to our 
customers. We take pleasure in doing 
whatever it takes to help our users be 
successful with our products

While we are pleased with Vault�s success, 
we still see opportunities to improve our 
� agship product and make it even be better. 
Beginning with the 4.0 release we are adding 
two new priorities:

� Excellent support for cross-platform 
teams with clients for Unix and Mac 
OS X.

� Excellent support for integration of 
version control features into Visual 
Studio and Eclipse

Prior to version 4.0, Vault has not had a solid 
story for teams with developers using non-
Windows platforms.

For version control systems and other �team 
tools,� support for multiple platforms is a big 

issue. A source control tool isn�t very useful 
unless everybody is using it. Windows may 
have 95% market share, but 95 is still less 
than 100. If your development team has 
even one person using Linux or a Mac, a 
Windows-only version control tool is not the 
right solution for you.

Beginning with Vault 4.0, we are reaching 
out to cross-platform teams with client appli-
cations that run on Java.  For the 4.0 release, 
this includes:

� An Eclipse integration client

� A command-line client

� A new easier-to-use client API which 
is supported from C# or Java

We will be supporting these clients on Mac 
OS X, Windows, Solaris, and Linux. Our 
Eclipse plugin simply requires Eclipse 3.2 
(or any IDE based on Eclipse 3.2). � e com-
mand-line client and Java client API require 

nothing more than Java 1.5.  � ere is no need 
to install Mono or any other .NET-related 
components.

In addition to these Java-based clients for de-
velopers, Vault 4.0 includes a new web-based 
admin tool. Con� guration and administra-
tion of the Vault server can now be done 
from any computer with a web browser.

Vault has always supported basic integration 
with Visual Studio since version 1.0. Many 
of our customers use this feature, but we feel 
that it is time for a signi� cant enhancement.
In theory, this feature is great. � e purpose 
of an IDE is integration. Developers want 
everything together in one place. � e natu-
ral spot for version control to happen is in-
side the IDE.

But that�s the theory. In practice, things 
haven�t worked out quite so well. Prior to 




